Abstract: Schwannomas are rare tumors which arise from nerve sheath and are mostly benign in nature. They are usually located in the head, neck and flexor surfaces of extremities. Schwannomas are very rare in the retroperitoneal region. Amongst all schwannomas 0.7% of benign ones and 1.7% of malignant ones are located in the retroperitoneum. Preoperative diagnosis is difficult because of vague symptoms. We report a case of retroperitonal schwannoma in a 70 years female patient because of its rarity and unusual location. Key Words: Ancient schwannoma; Retroperitoneum Introduction: Schwannomas (Neurilemomas, Neurinomas or perineural fibroblastoma) are benign tumors arising from nerve sheath of Schwann cells. The etiology is still unknown.(1,2) They usually affect adult patients in the age group of 20-50 years and are more common in males.(3) The usual location is in head, neck and on flexor surfaces of extremities, retroperitoneum being the rare site with the incidence being 0.3-3.2%. Retroperitoneal schwannomas account for 1-10% of all primary retroperitoneal tumors.(1) Majority of retroperitoneal schwannomas are benign in nature. We describe a case of incidentally diagnosed retroperitoneal ancient type schwannoma in a female patient because of its rarity and unusual site. Case Report A 70 years female came to medicine department with complaints of epilepsy and vomiting. Ultrasonography revealed a round to oval heteroechoic mass near the lower pole of right kidney in the paracaval region. Other investigations were normal. Exploratory laparotomy was done, mass was excised and specimen was sent for histopathology.
Introduction:
Schwannomas (Neurilemomas, Neurinomas or perineural fibroblastoma) are benign tumors arising from nerve sheath of Schwann cells. The etiology is still unknown.(1,2) They usually affect adult patients in the age group of 20-50 years and are more common in males. ( 3) The usual location is in head, neck and on flexor surfaces of extremities, retroperitoneum being the rare site with the incidence being 0.3-3.2%. Retroperitoneal schwannomas account for 1-10% of all primary retroperitoneal tumors.(1) Majority of retroperitoneal schwannomas are benign in nature. We describe a case of incidentally diagnosed retroperitoneal ancient type schwannoma in a female patient because of its rarity and unusual site. Case Report A 70 years female came to medicine department with complaints of epilepsy and vomiting. Ultrasonography revealed a round to oval heteroechoic mass near the lower pole of right kidney in the paracaval region. Other investigations were normal. Exploratory laparotomy was done, mass was excised and specimen was sent for histopathology. Pathological examination: On gross examination it was a single, encapsulated, well-circumscribed, globular, grey white to grey brown mass measuring 7x6x4 cm. Cut section revealed a grey white to grey brown variegated appearance with cystic areas, hemorrhages and areas of calcification. Microscopically it was a well circumscribed, encapsulated tumor showing hypercellular and hypocellular areas. Elongated spindle shaped neoplastic cells showed tapering nuclei with nuclear palisading. Occasional area showed enlarged, hyperchromatic nuclei with very low mitotic activity. Areas of cystic degeneration, myxoid change and ossification were noted. Immunohistochemistry is useful for confirmation of retroperitoneal schwannomas and markers are S-100 protein, Ki -67, Leu -7, Glial Fibrillary acidic protein in some cases. (7, 8) 
Conclusion:
Retroperitoneal ancient schwannomas are rare types of soft tissue nerve sheath tumors which are difficult to diagnose preoperatively due to vague symptoms. Definitive diagnosis relies on histopathology. CT guided FNAC should be tried to increase the accuracy of preoperative diagnosis. Treatment of choice is complete excision of mass. Recurrence and malignant transformation in retroperitoneal ancient schwannomas is rare. (5, 9, 10) 
